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THE WEATHER.

Washington, March 22—For Oklahoma
and Indian Territory: Loeal snows in the
morning, followed by falr weather: colder
in eastern and warmer in western por-
tions,

For Missouri: Threatening weather and
showers; north winds; colder.

For Kansas: Local snows, foliowed by
clearing weather; coldar In eastern and
warmer in western portions: north winds,

T i
Stations. Bar. |7 pm.,lPre. With'r,
4] .wiClear
‘W! L0 Clear
% .00 Clear
L0lCloudy
48 TiCloudy
7 T Fair
45 0. Cloudy
M .0 Cioudy
32 .00|Clear
& T Cloudy

—on one or two occasions when the engage-
ment conflicted with urgent invitations
elsewhere. The Kansas delegation at Wash-
fnglon was united in Mr. Bristow’s behalf,
and it Is well understood that the president
s gulded largely by the wishes of senators
and representatives in making appoint-
ments in the different states. Both Mr.
Bristow and Kansas are to be congratulat-
ed on this handsome recognition. It Is
hoped, however, that if Mr. Bristow is to
occupy this important positlon he will be
permitted 1o exercise the usual functions of
the fourth assistant, Officlal axmian with-
out an ax and a chance to use it would be
something in the nature of & hollow motk-
erv. It would strike Kansas particularly as
a rank cheat.

A MUSICAL FESTIVAL FOR KANSAS
CITY.

The scheme for the holding of annual
musical festivals in Kansas City, which
wits dlscussed st @ meeting of business
and professional men yesterday, should at-
tract the attention and enlist the support
of every musiclan and every lover of mu-
sl in the city, not to speak of those whose
interest in the subject s incidental rather
th.u' uctual

Twenty years ago Cincinnatl entered
upon such an enterprise with less equip-
ment and fewer advantages than Kansas
City his to-duy. It took five years to make
the Cinelnnuti festivals great enough to
attract the attention and arouse the ad-
miration of the entire country; but the
recollections and the fame of those events
will live ten times five years. They gave
that city a reputation for musical culture
and appreciation that has been of ines-
timable advantage to it s a piace of resi-
dence.

The taste for, and the appreciation of,
music have advanced wonderfully in Kan-
sas City within the past five yecars. We
now have several large, well equipped and
ably conducted instrumental organizations,
several small but able choruses, and an
unusual number of successful sololsts and
instructors who draw largely from the

A PLAIN DUTY. .

In every community thers is & gang of
messbacks who stubbornly opposer public
improvements. They are respectable citi-
zens and taxpayers, but' théy are non-
progressive, unenterprising and devold of
genuine public spirit. They don't object
to Improvements In themselves, but they
moest  strenvously object 1o the added
burdens in the way of taxation they will
be called on to pay. |

This class of obstructionists have fo he
met and overcome In every city that ever
amounts to anything. There is not a large
city In the country but ¥ to deal with
and down precisely this kind of opposition
in establishing park= and othitr Improve-
ments that have helped their growth and
prosperity so materially. They are not a
new obstacle in Kansas Clty's progress.
We have had moesbacks in our way for
meny years. They wers “here when the
Hyrnlbal bridge was built, anfl opposed
thar structure, which wa¥ 80 necessary to
the town's success, as arduously as they
are mow  opposing parks. "

There I only ons courss to take with
ohsirpctionists of this sort—drive the
chariot of progress right over them and
g» abead with the work ef city building.

The council canmot afford to trifle with
the plain instructions received from the
poecple in this important matter. The
purke ordinances are all right and they
mus? stand. It would be Impossible for
the councll to commit a more unpopular
{cily than to repeal these ordinances at
the behest of 1he mossbacks who are
striving so hard to rave a few dollars of
tares at the expense of the city’'s future.

A HUSBAND'S LIABILITY.

The judges of the Kansas City court of
appeals, with a fine regard for the popular
effect of a decision touching a vital domes-
tic subject, have shouldered upon the su-
preme court of the state the responsibllity
of declding whether or not a man s re-
gponsible for his wife's tongue. >

The case in guestion comes from Holt
county, A man and his wife are sued joint-
Iy by a young woman of whom the wife is
eald to have made some slanderous remark.
The question nuturally arises whether the
hushand can be held by law 10 answer for
the speech of the wife, when the speech is
mude without his presence, knowledge or
consent.

Judges Smith, Elllson and Gill, In their
report. say thut they sure not agreed on
the case, and for that reason have re-
ferred It to s higher tribunal. They care-
fully refraln, however, from etating which
were for and which against jolnt llability.
The muen who is known to be for might as
well say furewell to the pomp and circum-
siance of glorious politles. Political con-
sideration for married voters evidently
caused the judges to withhold n decision
that, based upon the letter of the law, must
muke the hushand Hable for his wife's ut-
lerances,

it will be interesting to watch how the
finul reference of so important a questipn
will be met. If the decision Is In favor of
Joint lakdlity, think of the blow that would
be denit the marriage institation. It would
requlrea nn man of supreme disregard for
consequences or one nf dense ignorance of
possibilities to enter into the matrimontal
state under such clreumstances,

The question is fraught with particularly
grave imporiance at this time. Bhall the
old man be acrountable for the sayings of
1he new woman? Shall such modest and
cnutious fellows as Charlie - T.ease be held
vespongible for the vepomous trandes of
such assertive and daring women as Mary
Elien? Is Jones 1o be made a. partioeps
criminis in what Mrs, Jones says of M
Bmith’s bonnet, bloomers or morals?

Never! never!!!

The old man Is still rendy, un he hns al-
winys boen, to stund sponsor for the con-
duct and specch of the old woman who
superittends his house and does most of his
praying; bul the law must be construed
or amended =0 ng 10 exempt him from la-
bility for the varlous expressions of the
{rresponsihle and frrepressible new woman
who mnkes bald because she has donued
his clothes.

never!!

The president’s selection of J. L. Bristow,
of Kansus, for fourth assistant postmuster
general, notice of which was first given 10
Kaungas and Missour| readers in The Jour-
nal’'s Washington correspondence, created
pome surpvise. 1t was hardly expected that
this tmportant office would be given to &
Populist state whoen there were S0 many
sirong Republican states walting for offi-
ciul recognition. Many Kansas people
thought, alvo, that the protest of the Re-
publican members of the state senate would
have welght with the adminlstration. How-
ever, Major McKinley hus shown consider-
able partiality for Kunsas in the past: he
hes vislled the state several times and de-

Burrot g country.

A musical festival that would unite the
forces of the city and call Into service
smaller - choruses from neighboring/towns
.ecould be made one of the great annual
events., TUnllke the other annual attrac-
tions, this one would not only bring spec-
tators from the outside, but it would bring
participants as well.

1t should also be remembered that those
who would seek such entertalnment would
necessarily be a superior class of people—
the ciass that Kansas City would like to
¢induce to become a part of her popula-
tion. We have taken excellent care of our
commercial advantages, and have lost few
opportunities to Invite Inspection and com-
parison along business lines. The musical
festival. jdea offers something different,
but has possibllitles quite as interesting.

A PRINCIPLE INVOLVED.

The queer notions peopls sometimes get
| into their heads are beyond accounting for.
Half a dozen Kansas papers have printed
editorials in defense of Buperintendent of
Insurance Webh McNall, in which it Is de-
clired that Mrs. Hillmorn is clearly en-
titted to & verdict of $50,000 against the
three contesting Insurance companles be-
cause they have been unable to produce
John W. Hillmon in the flesh and blood.

It is neither the legal nor moral duty of
the Insurance companles to produce Hill-
mon as a witness, though they would no
doubt gindly do =o If they knew how, It is
not the obligation of the Insurance com-
panies to prove that Hillmon is alive, but
the obligation of the beneficiarles to prove
that he is dead. The law throwe the bur-
den of proof upon the claimant, and no
well regulated mind will deny the absolute
justice of this. Whenever Mrs. Hillmon
can convince a jury that her husband was
dead ut the time the suit was broucht sha
will be entitied to ﬁeo\'er, and not until
then.

In discussing this remmarkable casa the
Kansas papers have all overlooked one im-
portant curcumstunce. The three compa-
nies which are resisting payment of the
Hillmon claim are mutual organizations.
Thelr officers are fighting the clalm In the
Interests of the policy holders all over the
United States. It i= thelr duty to protect
these policy holders into the Iast ditch,
for the collection of a fraudulent claim
means robbery of the premlum payers who
can il afford to stand it. Indeed, under the
circumstances of this case, the officers of
all three of these companies would have
been recreant to the trust reposed in them
if they had not fought to the bitter end.
That there Is justifieation for his fight need
be nrgued no further than the stalement
that the coroner’s jury which sat In inquest
over the dead body alleged to be Hililmon
unanimously decided that it was not Hill-
mon, but some unknown man. If in the
face of this verdict the officers of the com-
panles had not resisted payment they
should have beon prosecuted for complicity
in a robbery of the policy holders.

But the question Is not which side of this
remarkable legal controversy Is In the
right. It may be that Hilimon is dead. and
that he died in the manner alleged by his
wife. It may also be true that the many
juries which have trizd this ense and fafled
to agree were blind to justice. In short,
let us grant. for sake of argument, any-
thing in this direction which the Hillmon
side of the case may see fit to claim—and
still there is not the shadow of justification
for the act of Superintendent MceNall in
thking the case out of the hands of the
courts Into his own and passing judgment
und Infllcting penalty. The question 1s not
whether the insurance companies are right
or wrong, but whether Kansas has estab-
lished an ofelal higher than the federal
courts, who can abolish the constitutional
right to trial by jury and at his own good
pleasure reach decislon and sentence with-
out s0 much us hearing the evidence. The
constitution has established the courls as
the smcred refuge of every citizen who be-
Heves himself to be wronged. They are the
bulwark of owr liberties and the protectors
of our homes, They are the machinery of
the law. Behind them stand anarchy and
chaos, and he who attempts to overthrow
ihem is an enemy of the publlc weal.

KANSAY NEW SCHOOL BOOK LAW.

Just at present everything else in Kansas
= wking & back seat to make way for &
discunsisn of the new school book law,
wiich went into effect by publication on
Friday of last week. Briefly summarized,
the lnw Is this: Btate uniformity; a com-
mission of eight persons, who shall be
charged with selecting the books to be
used; & maximum price, beyond which the
contraciors may not charge; a limitation
of coniracts 10 five years; & provision by
which two-thirds of the volers of any
gchool district may decide for district own-
ership of books; a standard of literary and
mechanionl excellence which all books must

_reach, uad the required machinery for puts

t

Hvered addresses in response to invitations 1 ting all of the provisions into immedlate

force and effect.

It is claimed by the friends of the new
law that a reduction of &bout I per cent
will be worked in present prives, and it will
be interesting to note the maximum rate
estublished, us follows: For the spelling
book, 10 cents: for the First reader, 10
cents; for the Second reader, 17 cents; for
the Third reader, 23 cents; for the Fourth
reader, 3 cents; for the Fifth reader, #
cents: for the mental arithmetic, X cents;
for the Intermedinte arithmetic, 25 cents;
for the complete arithmetic, & cents; for
the elementary geography, 3 cents; for the
completa geography, 7 cents; for the En-
glish grammaur, elementary, ¥ cénis=; com-
pleie grammnr, ¥ cents; physiclogy and
hygiene, 5 conts; for history of the United
Stutes, o cents: for elements of natural
philosophy, B cents: for civil government,
4 cents; for elementary algebra, 5 cents;
for physical geography. 8 cents; for book-
keeping, 40 cents; writing books, 5 cents
each.

It was claimed by the lobby of school
ook publishers present while this bill was
under discussion thut first-class books could
not be produced at the prices named. While
i number of books at present in use have
been enumerated in the law as the stand-
ard to which the contract hooks must come,
the commission 18 made final judge, and
whatever it agrees to accept will become
the lawful text books, regardless of outside
opinion. This featurs probubly sccounts
for the activity of certain well known “‘ne-
gotiatore,” who have been striving to se-
cure places upon the commission.

The state decennial census of 185 dis-
closes that Kansas has 49,323 children of
school age. We have not at hand the fig-
ures of school attendance. It Is estimated
by prominent educators that under the
prices fixed by the new law it will cost
each pupll $1.25 to equip himself with books.
Applying this to the children of school
age, it is obvious that a cash outlay of
$624,152 will be required to put state unl-
formity into full effect. This is not exact-
ly fair, however, for the law requires the
contractor to exchange for the old books
on a basis of 50 per cent of the value of the
new, and this would reduce the ocutlay to
$312076—to which must be added the 10 per
cent commission allowed the local agents,

This seems like a tremendous burdeén to
impose upon the people of Kansas at a time
when they are feeling so particularly hard
up. That the people do not altogether ap-
prove of it is made manifest In the many
contracts which were hastily made between
gchool boards and publishers last week for
a continuance of the books now in use.
Such contracts enable the districts to evade
the provisions of the new law for at least
five years

In the long run, however, Kansas will dis-
cover that the greatest hardship from this
new law does not come from the money
expended. State uniformity is wrong in
principle and disadvantageous in practice.
The books which are proper for a well
equipped city school, which remains in ses-
sion nine or ten months In the year, and
which ts supplied with apparatus far be-
yond the average, will not do at all for the
country school, whers the term may not be
more than six months, It would vary only
in degree from a system which required
every boy, regardless of size, to wear trou-
sers exactly thirty inches in length. Edu-
cation Is not something which can be shov-
eled into aill allke. The boy who quits
school on April 1 to help his father with
the spring plowing Is confronted with the
problem of getting as much general knowl-
edge a= his limited hours will permit, and
he cannot, in justice to himself, spare
time for the thorough delving Into many
branches which is practiced at the city
schools., By state uniformity he is either
hampered with a curriculmu unsuited to
his station and opportunities, or eise Is per-
mitted to drag his more fortunate city
brother down to his own educational level.
A law is wrong in principle which accom-
plishes either of these things, and we are
confident that Kansas will live to rue the
day she adopted state uniformity in text
books.

The school book trust should be fought
hard and uncompromisingly, and the people
saved from its greedy extortions, but some
other method of warfure should be used.
State uniformity is nelther advantagcous
in results nor effective as a weapon.

Some weeks ugo it was announced that
General Weyler had become wealthy in
Cuba. Now the statement i3 made that
somebody has been regularly drawing pay
for thousands of Spain's dead soldlers in
the islund. Put this and that together and
we have a pretty clear case of cnuse and
effect.

Colonel Watterson thinks the effort to
keep the free silver movement salive is time
wisted, But as those who are engaged in
the effort would probably he wasting thelr
time in some direction anyway, it s of no
consequence.

The froe trade organs are speclally bit-
ter against the reciprocity provisions of
the new tariff. 1t greatly exasperites a
free trader to think of this country getting
anything in return for its valuable markets,

The public is not surprised that Mrs.
Lease hus decided to be a soclalist. The
public will not be surprised at any de-
cisjon Mrs. Lease may make untll she de-
cldes to become a good housewife.

Kansas and Missourl should give each
other tha cordial handshake., If their gov-
ernors deal fairly with them, nelther will
have another sesslon of the legislature for
two yeuars.

John I.. Sulllvan insists that he Is still
a formidable man in the ring, and says he
has challenged the winner. As the henvy
comedian of pugllism John L. 18 certulnly
entitied to the Louguets

An Ohio officlal mays there Is no certain
rule for determining & an's Democracy.
And that i§ true. Many RepubHeans and
Populists also have red noses and want
office.

————————

It may indicate Lk of muascullne sus-
ceptibility, but thus far tha wiles of Lhe
widow Dominis seem Lo have made no im-
pression on President MekKinley,

The pralries In Western Kunsas are cov-
ered with snow, and it s belleved now that
the whedt crop In that portlon of the stato
Is saved.

Fourth assistanlt postmaster gencral la
a pretty juley plum for a Populist state,

Why Shomnld lir

From the New York Bun. -

The defamers of yirtue and the enviers
of greatness are grinning unctuounsly over
the remark which the speakor of the Kan-
fas legisluture is s=ald to huve made about
that flustrious body: “Thix legisluture
doesn't know enough to come in out of the
rain.” If the remark be not apocryphal, it
18 evidenco of a strunge ignorance on the
part of the apeaker. A Popullst leginla-
ture doesn’t have to know enough to comae
in out of the rain, It doesn't have Lo shield
its subllme head with an umbrella. It sim-

ply has to pass & bill declaring that hence-
forth all rain in the state of Kansus shall
fall upward, under the palns and penal-
ties hereinafter provided. If the Populists
hud nothing more difficult than the rain
to deal with and abetish, they wouldn't
kave to have one-sixteenth-as many con-
ventions,

MISSDTRI POINTS. | ‘
i P —=d 33
Among the results of the revivalists® re-
cent efforts for the regeneration of Car-
thuge may be ndticed the fact that the
scheiiule price there of a plain drunk has
been raised {o 35
- = 8
Since the reorganization of Joplin into a
special road district it has expended $400 a
month on the improvement of the thor-
oughfares leading into the city.
.z 8
Forty Jasper cdunty miners haye made
up a load and will charter a caf and go
to Colorado in search of work. v
L
An old-fashioned spelling match Is talked
of in Carthnge, the purpose of which is to
get the oldest Inhabitants and the high
school pupils of the present day together
in an orthographicsl fight to a finksh.

- - .

The banana appetite of the territory trib-
utary to Joplin has become s0 ravenous
that about a carload a day of the favorite
tropical fruit is required for supplying its

demunds
- - -

The Frisco road puts about $0,000 a
month into circulation in Springfield by

meuns of its local payroll
- L

Along with other good effects resulting
from the recent somewhat notable Nevada
tournament in the interest of applied ath-
letics may be listed the movement for the
organization of a business men's gymna-
sium eluss at the Y. M. C. A. rooms in
Springfield. e | o

Now that the state has taken control of
the Confederate home at Higginsville, the
cemetery lot adjacent thereto will be placed
in the hands of Iadies numed as Irusiees
by the Daughters of the Confederacy, and
the organization will direet its energies
toward securing the erection there of an
appropriate monument to the Confederate
dead. s

A meeting of the whist clubs of Missou
is to be heid In Moberly April 2 and 3 for
the purpose of organizing a state associa-
tion. 133

Colonel Dick Speed. editor of the Nevada
Malil, is said to be slated for the St. Louls
coal oil Inspectorship, one of the cholcest
plums on the tree, the net annnal income
being figured at from $5,000 to $10,000.

= & 0
Among the municipal Improvements con-
templated in Chillicothe this spring are a
new fire and police station and an anti-

clgarette ordinance.
L

Since they escaped personal violence dur-
ing thelr perfarmances of the Greek play
“Antigone’ in Springfield last week, the
Drury college boys have begun o talk
threateningly of a descent upon Kansas
City and 8t Lu'l.lis.'

The Renublicans who took part In the
primaries of that party in Springfield Sat-
urday night outnumbered by several hun-
dred the voters who participated in the
Democratic primaries the night before, and
there Is every reason to believe that the
relative strength of the two organizations
will be similarly shown on election day.

- & 3
Colonel and Mrs, Thomas F. Houston, at
their home near Housatonia, celebrated on
Frinay the fifty-second, anniversary of
their marriage. a privilege so rarely vouch-
safed to any wedded couple as to be well

worthy of special mention.
L B

A finish fight for 50 marbles and the gate
receipts, admission having been fixed at §
cents, was unexpectedly prevented by a
couple of heartless Sedalia mothers Bat-
orday afternoon.

KANSAS TOPICS.

That Ahilene clergyman whose last Sun-
day’s text was A Defective Reformation™
didn’t mean anything at all, but every Pop-
ulist member of his congregation remained
at home. L

The first duty before the Investigution
committes would seem to be to determine
whether Senator Jumper was sober enough
to know what Tucher really said when they
had that bribery discussion in a Topeka
joint, -

Here i= another sample of Populist leg-
islation. The law providing for the pub-
llcation of the appellate court syllabi Nxes
the pay ‘at 5 cents per square. The pay
for printing the supreme court syllabi is

% cents a square.
-

L

In view of the return of prosperity, Mr.
Loan, of Phillips county, should lose no
time in forming a partnership with Mr.
Company, of Marshall county.

- - -

At Indeprndence the other day a young
lady recited *“Curfew Shall Not Ring To-
night.” Ever since she has been weeping
her eyes out because in the climax she re-
xersed a couple of words and made it
sound, “Go, your Hver loves, sald Crom-

well."”
- - -

Speaker Btreet has appeared in a news-
paper interview in which he says: I am
proud of the fact thet not a single appeal
was taken from the decision of the chalr.””
This would seem to imply an uncommonly

fine compliment for Charley Martin,
L I

Mrs. Ollie 7. Royce says that if women
are to be made to remove their hits In
theaters the men will next be eclamoring
for an enacting elause upon the ordinance
of St. Paul, who sald: “If a1 woman be
not covered let her also be shorn.”

* " »

There wag just one Republican in the
lower house of the ldaho legislature, and
of course he is & Xapsas man—Mr, J. B.
Walters, formerly of Labette county.

L

W, F. Guthrie, of Atchison, is already
announced as n candidate for sttorney gen-
eral in 185, Ha lost the Republican nom-
ination In 184 by a bad plece of general-
ship.

- . -

Rev. Wellman, of Perry, was the first
man to strike the road with a lecture on
the inauguration of McKinley.

- L

Toples 1= dead onto the weather they arn
having out In Western Kansas. On opening
the Santa Fe Moniltor yesterday it was

found to contain a teaspoonful of sand.
L - -

John MacDonald refused to serve on the
text book commission because he does not
believe the law is a good one, and objects
to having his namo mixed vp with the

failure which is bound to follow.
- 8 »

Rev. Mr. Grassneck, of Gaylord, may at
least be thankful that there is nothing
elastic about I,

All of the old-timers appenr to have re-
covered thelr scent for the ple trall. J. H.
Franklin has followed it down to the of-
flee of assistant auditor of the treasury

at Washingten.
LN

Governor Leedy wili take notlce that
while he = =orting over hls cards for the
specinl sesslon game the rallroad lobby
has already made a lead. All of the mixty-
day legislative passes have been tnken up
and unnunls substituted ln thelr stead.

L

The Topeka Free Silver Club has slumped
into obscurity with about the same rapld-
Ity which attended the disappearance of
Mr. W. J. Bryan. At the close of last
full's eampaign it rented one of the finest
rooms on Kansas avenue and announced
that it intended to carry on the agitation
until there wasn't a plutocrat left on the
west slde of the Missourl river, It couldn't
pay the rent, however, and Inside of two
months hud removed to oo dingy little room
In the abandoned court house. Pretty poon
it got short of rent money for this, too,
and was cast out. Then It dishanded, but
none of ity chonp londers appears to have
gone to work for a Hving.

The litlle town of Huron up in Atchlson

county last week had a genulne sensation.
Two years ago a woman who believed her
husband (o be dead married agaln, Bhe
Hved happily with her second spouse until
last Wednesday, when her first husband
got off the cars and walked over 1o her
home. Thers was no scene. The three in-
terested partles talked the malter over
quletly.and the woman was given to under-
stand she might take her choice. She spent
half an hour looking the men over and
studying the situation, und them pnt on
her things and went away with the first
husband.

L

Moanfully the March wind soughed
acress the eopper tiling of the state house
roof. Gaunt shadows chased eich other
up and down the campus as the moon
slipped in and out among the fitful clouds,

“Hist!"”

A form comes creeping from the eastern
colonnades. It cringes close to the walls
and furtively moves from windew to win-
dow as though =eeking entrance or & sight
at what might be within.

“Hist "

Agiln comes the shrill warning, aml two
cupitol guards slip after the moving
shadow.

Stealthily It glides—now lost in the denser
shadow of the towering dome and then tlit-
ting into sight again—but ever the two fol-
lowing shudows creep nearer and nearer.
On, on, the shadows pursue until at last
through the startled air comes the quick,
stern command:

“Surrender! Hands up! Who are you?”"

With a low, sad cry like a soul cast out,
the prisoner sinks to the ground. Sobs
shake his frume and tears trickle through
the fingers which he has clasped to his
face.

ul‘ am—ol

He gusps, as he clutches at his hot, throb-
bing throat—

*I am Tucher, ta_klpg.n long, last look.”

Sol Miller is & very sick man, but he man-
ages to contribute something to his paper
each week. In his last issue he thus de-
scribes the afflictions which have besct
him:

*“We have often heard the expression,
‘the Devil's own luck,” but never could ap-
preclate It until now. How does this strike
you for a three months' record? First,
robbed of a large amount of valuable prop-
erty in the silence of the night; second.
lald up sick for over two months, practi-
cally helpless: third, robbed of over n
vear's wages, that was just as lnwfully and
justly earned as the salary of the governor
or member of the legislature. If this thing
is going to keep on, we give notice right
now that we shall want to engage the serv-
ices of Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.”

L

“It is a preat mistake to suppose that
Hon. John Martin had been seriously hurt
by the new law, which cuts the remunera-
tion of the clerk of the supreme court 1o
$2.000 a year,” sald C. J. Brown, the out-
going clerk, to Toples yesterday. *'I ad-
vised Judge Martin, if he had the choice,
to take the proposed salary rather than
the fees as they now stand. In addition
to the =alary, he {3 allowed $£,000 a year
for clerk hire, which ralses the receipts of
the office to §5.000. I doubt if he could se-
cure $,000 a vear out of fees. People have
had a greatly exaggerated idea of the
earnings of Lhis office. It used to be worth
considerable money, but the establishment
of the appellate courts has greatly re-
duced its revenues. It Is the sheerest non-
sense to talk about the office being worth
20,000 or $10,000 a year. The clerk loses a
large amount of the fees which he justly
earns. In the litigation growing out of
the boom period his losses were more than
his gains. Men who went upon cost bonds
became totally unable to pay, and the clerk
wae the victim not only to the extent of
his' own earnings, but also for the cash
he pald out to clerks for doing the work.”

- L

fn response to “H. B. R..” of Junction
City, who desires to know why the senate
remained in sesslon more than a week after
the day of adjournment had come, it may
be answered that the cause was entirely a
polltical one and had for Its basis the
yearning of the FPopulists for the fleshpots
of Egypt. The governor could not appoint
the eight men who compose the text book
commission until the new law had been
published in the officlal state paper, which
publication was made on Friday of last
weelk, It was not necessary that the sen-
ate should confirm these appolntees.
The governor could have appolnted them
after andjournment just as well as before,
but In that case they could only have held
office until the next meeting of the sen-
ale, two years hence. The term fixed by
the law is four years, and, by securing
the confirmation of the senate, these men
are fastened in place and cannot be dis-
turbed by the Republican governor who is
certain to be elected in two years. There
is no precedent on earth for keeping a leg-
islature In session elght days after it is
ready to adjourn for the purpose of por-
tioning out ple to party workers, If the
law had happened to name October next
as the date for golng Into effect. Governor
Leedy would have been equally justified In
keeping the legislature in session until
thiat time.

Mr. Gladstone's Letter.

From the Philadelphia Press,

in his letter on the Cretan situation Mr.
Gladstone has made one of those magnifi-
cent appeais to the free moral sense of
England with which for half a century he
has moved the nation to great deeds and
high endeavor. Aged, Infirm and half blind
as Mr. Gladstone is, there iz no sign in this
letter that his mental strength has abated
or his powers of persuasion have grown
wenk.

With all his old skill and foree, with his
accustomed subtlety of argument, persple-
uous dletion and lofty eloquence,. Mr.
Gludstone marshuls the publle sentiment
of England In support of Greece. The Ar-
menian massacres have made the Turkish
empire a tyranny of inconcelvable guilt.
and the six powers have utterly falled to
prevent massacro or punish it. Buropean
policy 1% being gulded and controlled not
by Its free, but by Itz despotlec govern-
ments, Two of them are under free rule,
says Mr. Gladstone, *“of two young men,
eich bearing the high title of emperor, but
in one case wholly without knowledge or
experience, in the other having only such
knowledge and experience, in truth limited
cnough, nf have excited much astonish-
ment and some consternation when #n ink-
ling of them has been glven to the world.
In one casa the government s a pure and
perfect despotism, and in the other equiv-
alent to it in matters of foreign pollcy, so
far as it can be understood In a land whern
frecdeom s Indigenous, famliifar and full
grown."

This Keen, caustic and persuasive charac-
terizatlon Is In Mr. Gladstone's best style,
and its force will not be weakened by the
fuct that the Emperor Willlam Is nearly 40,
for in spite of his mature years he has all
the faults of rash youth. The inevitable
logicnl deduction made by Mr. Gladstone s
that no free country ought to ald despotism
and postpone justice by acting with these
despotlams to wreck the one power, Greece,
which has dared to attack Turkish mussa-
cre.and misrule, and by attacking ended it
ns far as Crete Is coneernsl.

This trumpet note will sound throygh all
Woestern Europe and render difficult the
continuad joint action of the powers; but it
is not likely to rob Lord Salisbury of his
matcrity or check the coercion of Greece.
Mr. Gladstone himself did not hesitate to
blockade every port of Greece for a month
to prevent the littde power from attacking
Turkey In behalf of Macedonla. He acted
then without hesitation along the line he
now condemns, and the efrcumstance wil
greatly diminish the moral welght of his
letter. He carefully omits in his long re-
view of the Eastern question all refercnce
to the blockade of 188, carried on by the
English flect almost alone, and his answer
then to hostile eriticlsm was that, serious
nn ovil as was Turkish rule in Macedonla,
u Furopean war would be worse.

The same argument exists to-day. If the
annexation of Crete I8 permitted Servin and
Hulgnrle will act, and this will force the
hand of the other powers. Yet, If Mace-
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frontler of Thessaly or if the Cretans resist
the allled powers, war will come. No one
of thegse stéps can be deemed impossible,
though no one of them is to-day probable.
It the English h of ris
Lord Salisbury as the French chamber
backed M. Hanotayx, Mr. Gladsione's let-
ter, however, eloquent. will be fruitiess,
The Greek government is apparently in no
mood for rash adventure, and it is alto-
gether likely that the Cretans themselves
will incline toward autonomy in preference
to arnexation. But of the effect of Mr.
Gludstone’s letter on England, Frinece and
Italy there can be no doubt. In ull three
it will mid the cause of frerdom and check
the supremacy of despotism in the council
chamber of Europe.

Emperor Willinm's New Functions.
From the Chicago Tribune,

One of the prerogatives generally conced-
ed to rovalty and court cireles Is to im-
press their customs on the formal social
life of the capitals of the world. The pro-
cess of Imitation curried on through the
varions social strata finally extends the
sway of these conventionalities until, with
certaln necessary modifications and Hmitu-
tions, they become all engrossing. The
court of the German emperor probably has
been less potentinl in this respect than
thist of Victorin, yet the Influence of its
example is occasionully great enough to
warrant some apprehension lest the Iatest
vagary credited to it should gain a recog-
nized standing among the social leaders of
the rest of the world. The Daily Mail, of
London, records the incident referred to
in an article on the personal manners of
the emperor when he indulges in a plunge
in the socinl swim. It says:

“Pinching guests and trying to trip them
with his sword sarc asmong the antics at-
tributed to the soversign.™

It will be apparent at once that the in-
troduction of these two forms of soclal
diversion would be attended with much
awkwardness in the United Siates. An
American host. of gpurse, would not be
able to trip up his guests with & sworl,
because Americins do not wear swords,
but even if a cane or umhrella were sub-
stitited it would require long practice on
the part of the tripper and the trippee to
go through the performance with the grace
and serenity essential to all important so-
cial functions. It does not seem probable
that proficiency could ever be attained in
this difficult fedt by enough persons to in-
sure the popularity of the custom. As to
“pinching guests,"” excellence might be
more casily reached, but the temper of
the average American of either sex would
make the practice, even as a social func-
tion, extremely hazardous. It would be
necessary to adjust pinches with nice ob-
servance of the endurance of the pinches,
otherwise involuntary ejaculntions of pain
would inevitably ensue, to the detriment
of the social event. Oceasions would =ure-
ly arise, moreover, when the persons
pinched would retaliate with chairs or any
other weapon convenlent. which would se-
riously mar the amenities of the occasion.
It is to be hoped that the German emperor
will not press this social Innovation and
wlill resort to less dangerous novelties in
the treatment of his guests.

Don't Blinder the Horse.
From the Chicago Chronicle.

The use of blinders on horses has been
discussed exhaustively in the Chronicle by
experts in horse training, by dealers in
horse equipments and by others who have
given the subject mature thought. The
various articles in the Chronicle have at-
tracted deserved nttention from all who
are interested in the nature and qualities
of the animal which is the nearest, most
serviceable and most intelligent friend of
man.

No other animal employed by man in
his service is subject to the use and hu-
miliation of a partlal deprivation of eye-
sight. The horse possesses remarkable in-
telligence. In some of his acts the im-
puises of animal instinct sppear to have
almeost the inspiration of human reason.
To half destroy or to prevent the sense of
sight in this superior animal is a violation
of one of the highest laws of nature.

A horse in the full possession of all his
gerses, including that of sight, will rarely
or never transgress the laws of his own-
er's cvontrol. In the exercise of hls nat-
ural powers of deslgn and action he will
be ohedient to his master’'s will. He will
exhibit a serious desire and Intent to per-
form the service to which he is called.

A blindered horse Is half disabled lo
perform the duty which he owes to his
master. This is his master's own fault. It
Is llke expecting a hobbled horse to run
like 1 horse free from shackles and the
restraints of the bit.

Half the accidents which occur from
runaway horses are caused by the fact
thut they cannot see the objects which
they meet or they get a distorted view
that causes alarm. A horsa that can see
everything wiil be scared at nothing un-
lexs |t l= an uncommonly frightful ob-
ject. The horse owner and driver should
depend more on the intelligence of the
an‘mal and on his own skill of manage-
ment with the reins and volce than on the
half-hoodwinked condition of the hqrse
that he s driving.

A Shirking Pretender.

From the New York Sun.

Nohody who remembers the lamentable
fall of the Hon. William Alfred Peffer {rom
the seat of power, on account of his fail-
Ing to make more than 49 speeches during
nearly six years In the senate, can refrain
from n feeling of lively concern for the
Hon. Williem Vincent Allen, another Fop-
ulist of fame and senator in congress from
Nebraska. Tuesday Mr. Allen made a fee-
ble pretense of industry, and introduced
cighty-four bills in the senate. Does he
think that his constituents sent him to
congress to do nothing? Does he think
thut they are golng to bo satisfied with a
beggarly eighty-four bills a day? They
expect him to work hard and to think all
the time. A Populist senator of ordinury
powers and Industry ought to be able to
produce pot less than 125 bills every work-
ing day. A Populist senator who cannot
maintain that average ought to resign.
He doesn't know his bhusiness. Ts this
world so satisfactory to Mr. Allen that he
cannot find In it at least 750 things & week
which need to be changed, shaken up and
improved? Change everything: abolish ev-
erything: amend everything. That Is the
programme for a Populist lawmaker who
is worthy of his trade. The Hon. Willlam
Vincent Allen may mean particularly well,
but it is clear that he lacks elther Indus-
try or inventiveness, He will have to turn
out more work or be turned out himself,

The Bleyecle Leg.

Oh. merciful Fate, tell me truly, T beg,

1= It =0 thev've discovered the bleyele leg?

1s it true that the wheel-shackled leg has
a place

Wwith the monkey-bark splne and the bi-
cycle face?

Can it be that the queenly American girl. §

Whom we've known us a dream in the
waltz's mad whirl.

Now bumps through the dance with & hop
and a halt.

Thut's & cross 'twixt & Jig and a Kan-
garoo's vault?

Oh, put not this cup to our llps, we Im-
plore,

\\'ham:‘z:r else of woe cruel fate has In
store:

Here'!;n toast to the bicycle face, but we

.
Bave, oh, save our pet girle from the bi-
cycle leg! —New York Sun.

Quite English.
From the New York Prees.

British tourist—'""Well. old chap. gnod-hy,
doncher know: hi'm hoff for Denver. Stop
in New York one day, doncher know."

Ambassador Bayard—"Aw—good-by, deah
boy; hWand don't forget to run haver to
Niagara Falls h'and back in the awfter-
noon."”

More af the Horrors of Pagilism.
From the Chicago Tribune.
e hting.”” remarked Rivers, “ls get-
ting to be like going to comle opera.”
“Iow?" Brooks.
»A bald head has taken the {ront scal.”

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

The White House mail is enormous, and
A% many as 50 letters a «day are received.
Only the most important of these are read
by the president. The requests for auto-
graphs are scarcely numerable. Patches
for bed quilts and lunch cloths add to the
burden. Begging letters, for numbers,taks
the second place in the president’s mail
They come from every part of the land
and relate to every possible subject. Some
are appeals to aid the writer to get an
education, or to pay off i morigage, or to
buy a pimno or a pony: and no form of
public appeal iz absent—to aid the building
of churches, to endow w=chools, to build
monuments and to ald every other good
purpose for which men and women or chil-
dren associnte themseives.

Dr. Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, tella
the following story on himself: “"Walle
traveling in England,” he= said, ~1 fell into
conversation with a stranger who provedto
be i« man of great intelligence and culture,
We discussed recent novele, on which we
spoke with much freedom. [ expressad my
opinfor: of “Tess," some parts of whish [
thought were very melo-dramntic, especinl
emphesis being lald on the first part of
the compound word. “In fact,’ 1 said, ‘they
arc =0 mellow that they approach the
stage of rottenness.” As we were parting
the gentleman said, *You may be Interestod

:}n I_muwing that mny name is Thomas Har-
yoo

As everyone knows, there lsn't a halr
on President McKinley's face. He s in
the style. He carries ps back to the ante-
bel'um fushion of the White House. With
the exception of Martin Van Buren, thers
Was rever a president before Lincoln who
wore a beard. Van Buren had small
patches of hulr on his cheeks. General
Taylor's halr desconded low before his
ear=, but could not be called a  beard.
Lircoln was the first president to wear a
beard, and Grant the first to wesar &
mustache. All the presidents since John-
son have had beards or mustaches, or
hoth.

A letter from R. L. Stevenson to a Dr.
Bakewell, written in 1530, has recently ap-
peared in a New Zealand paper. Dr. Bake-
well wrote to Mr. Stevenson to tell him of
a New Zealand boy who, when asked if he
had read “Treasure Island.” replled:
“Every boy's read ‘Treasure Island. * Y've
read it four times.'” Dr. Bukewell wrote
that if the author of the book dikd nmot ap-
preciate such a compliment, he must be
“more than human.” Stevenson in his re-
ply said: “Dear Dr. Bakewell, I am not
more than human, I am more human thun
is wholly convenient.”

New York experts who have for years
figured on the best method of improving
bicycle paths have issued estimales
showing that a first-class bicycle path
cun be made for $125 a mie and kept In
repalr for very little. Where good roads
geem to be hopeless on account of officinl
innction; they advisa that wheelmen get
together and bulld a good bleycle path
alongside a bad road. It need only be
five feet wide, and will be an object lesson
that will sooner or later result in the road
it=elf being improved.

The benefit of track elevdtion I= shown
in the steady decrease of rallroad fatali-
ties inside the limits of Chicago from 1583
to 1506, In 1890 169 persons were killed and
S wounded: 1884, I3 killed, €2 wounded;
189, 102 killed, 333 ‘wounded. In 186 there
was a slight increase over the figures of
the previous year, but this was not duc
to grade crossings. The total for the four
years was 507 killed and 1709 wounded.

One can conjecture only uh:o the :b.
and progress of a contest ween two
modern battleships. A scientist has figured
on the result on the crew of one of these
ships were it to fire all its guns contin-
uwously. He says that in five minutes the
auricular apparatus of all hands would be
permanently affected and in twenty min-
utes every man would be in a state of un-
consclousness,

Women's rights seems to be extensiveiy.

shared In some parts of Maine, according
to a notice published in the Plscataquis
Observer: “Remember the substantial
dinner—baked beans, brown bread, pastry,
ete.—to be served at Relief Corps hall,
North street, Foxcroft. Voters. 15 cents]
non-voters—meaning minors, Indians, pau-
pers, ldiots and women—I10 cents."

A Polish chemist Is said to have invented
an anesthetic which volatilizes rapidiy on
exposure to the nir, the persons
near unconsclous for a long time. A pel-
let broken under & man’s nose put him to
sleep for four hour=, It ls asserted that
in warfare bombs charged with this ma-
terial will make large bodies of an enemy
incapable of resistance.

Thera have been 258 popes, only eloven of
whom have reigned more than seventeen
years. The present Pope. Leo XIIL, has
reigned ninetegn years. The longest relgn
wis that of Pope Plus IX., who relgned
thirty-two years, refuting the popular
superstition that no ane pope would oc-
cupy thsa throne more than twenty-five
YEATS.

An English steamship company Is about
to muke & novel departure. It has ordered
a4 steamship to be built for the “sole uss of
invallds.” It Is to be a vessel of the Inrgest
claxs, fitted up with great luxury, devoted
entlrely to the service of wealthy sufforers
who are affficted with pulmonary troubles
who can only prolong life in the dry, salu-
brious climate of perpetual summer.

George H. White, the only colored man in
the present house of representatives, Is a
graduate of Howurd university, and the
alumni of the institution intend soom to
give a reception in his honor. While he
was i student In Howard university he also
studled law, and has been practicing ever
since in his home, In Tarboro, N. C.

There is & man in Englnnd whose water
supply costs him §0 a day. He is a mil-
lionaire, who lives mear a village. Not
lking the local water, he had = speclal
conduit built for hlm=elf at a cost of
$400.000, though he resides there only three
months & year.

The most valuable snots cn the face of
the earth are belleved to be the four cor-
ners in New York where Wall street
touches Broad., Not long ngo §1.600,000 was
paid for five lots on Hroadway. opposita
Bowling Green.

Misz BEllep Hinsdale, daughter of Profes-
sor Hinsdale, of Michigan university, has
just received the degree of Ph. D. from
the Gottingen universily, the first woman
to receive the degree in philology at Got-
tingen.

The Women's Christian Temperance
Unlou, of Battle Creck, Mich,, i= In a quan-
dary. It has received & bequest of money
from & notorions saloonkeeper who hus
Just died.

Herbert Spencer has refused the offer
of Cambridge university to make him i«
Doctor of Sclencea on the ground that ha
has always declined to necept such honors,

Mr. Cleveland nl Fresco.

From the New York Press.

“Which one,"” Ingulred the pompous indi-
vidual with the gun, puffing for breath
after his run, “ia Davy?™

The lttle Princeton boys who had been
Interruptéd in their game on the fields
gazed at him inquiringly. “None of us!™
they sald

“Ixn't decelve me!™ whooped the pomp-
ous one. 'l distinetly hesrd one of you
holler, "Duck on Pavy ! "

Where He Got It

From the Chleago Tribune.

“1've given up the ldea of trying to breal
Willke of using coarse slang.’

“Cuan’t you keep him off the streets?™

“Yew, that's casy enouggh, but 1 ean't
keoy him from reading Sam Jones' ser-
mops.’”



